Liverpool Road
Methodist Church

Weekly Notices
Sunday Worship

Minister: Rev Patrick Evans
Tel: 07813 211501
Email: patrick.evans@methodist.org.uk

26th June 2022

10.45am Service led by Rev Patrick Evans
6.00pm Raising Praise at Leyland Road
3rd July - 9am Circuit Service at PPW
- 10.45am Service led by Jean McKenna
- 6.30pm Service led by Andy Trimble

Mission Statement

Liverpool Road Methodist Church exists to proclaim the Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom the people of Birkdale and beyond can come to
know God and grow in his love.

Lectionary Readings 26th June 2022

1 Kings 19.15-16,19-21; Psalm 16; Galatians 5.1,13-25; Luke 9.51-62

Prayer

Lord of heaven and earth, you sent
your Holy Spirit to be the life and
power of your Church. Sow in our
hearts the seeds of your grace that
we may bear fruit of the Spirit, in
love and joy and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bible Study

Bible study Mondays 7pm in the
New room.

Flowers

Our flowers this week have been
kindly donated by Beryl & Roger
Wood.

Church Notices

If you have any items you want
including in the notices please let
Lucy Lloyd know on 01704 536648
or lucy@southportmethodist.org.uk.

Baptisms

We are delighted that at our 10.45
service this Sunday 26th June we
will be welcoming Francis Bear,
Oliver Timothy and Amber
Rosemary for baptism, and we
welcome all their family and
friends.

Books

Many of you will remember Ken
Hooton. Over many years as a
Local Preacher he built up a large
collection of books. The family
have offered these to the circuit so
that anyone who would like to may
have any that are of interest. If
you would like to have a browse,
the books will be on display in the
church at Ainsdale from 9.30am 2.30pm Monday - Friday until 17th
July (access via the Lounge).

Tea/Coffee

Tea/coffee will be served in the
schoolrooms after Sunday
morning worship.

Food Pantry

Thank you so much for your
continuing support to supply
goods for the food pantry. In short
supply at the moment are: long life
milk, toilet rolls, washing powder,
comfort, cleaning spray, corned
beef (tinned), rice and cordial (any
flavour.

Birkdale Prayer
Meeting

The next Birkdale Churches Prayer
morning will be held on Monday
11th July here at Liverpool Road,
Birkdale starting at 10am. Sally
Wright from St Johns is leading the
prayers.

Worship
Consultation

Our next Worship Consultation is
on Thursday, 30th June 2022 at
10:00am in the Primary Room. All
are very welcome. If you would like
to include anything on the agenda,
please send it to Craig at
hitasco@aol.com

Ecumenical Prayer
Meeting

Liverpool Road are hosting the
prayer meeting during the month
of July. If anyone is an early riser
and is able to help making
beverages and washing up tea
mugs afterwards Sally Eyes would
love to hear from you.

Iona

Iona service Thursdays 9.15am. All
welcome.

God in love unites us

As the Church Council consider
whether we should allow our
premises to be used for same sex
marriages, we are holding a
numbers of discussions as a
church to which all are invited. The
final three will be as follows here in
church at 7.30pm :Tue 5th July - a chance to share, in
a safe space, our experiences and
reflections.
Tue 12th July - Local Preacher
Lesley Goddard will share her
perspective and answer questions.
Thu 21st July - Rev Derek Bowker
will share his perspective and
answer questions.

Dear Friends
Paul Wright…..
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the
entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbour as
yourself.”
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Galatians Ch 5 vs 13-14 & 22
What does it mean to be free? Many look forward to a time when they have
more freedom to do what they want. Perhaps those who have retired know
the benefits of this, of not being a slave to the timetable and agenda of
others. A Methodist Minister who is coming up to retirement recently
commented that he was looking forward to continuing his ministry in
retirement, with the freedom to do the things he felt called to do rather
than what he had to do (meetings featured heavily in his expiation of the
latter!).
Perhaps we think of freedom as being free from responsibilities, which is
why we look forward to and enjoy holidays, when just for a week or two
some of the normal demands of life are put on hold. I don’t think such
freedom from responsibility is what Paul had in mind. As humans we are
created to live in community with mutual interdependence with one
another. Paul encourages us to pursue a way of being that is not indulgent
to ourselves, rather that is life giving to those around us. We have the
freedom to choose.
Freedom can sometimes afford us the opportunity to take responsibility
rather that forego it. As an example, if in conflict with another, who makes
the first move? We can choose to put up barriers and the pain remains, or,
if it is safe to do so, we can go to the other in prayerful vulnerability, with
our heart in our hand to seek reconciliation. Whether our approach is
reciprocated is not important; what is important is that through the Spirit
we have the freedom to choose a more fruitful path.
God bless, Patrick

